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President’s Message
Hello everyone. I hope
that everyone is doing fine
and is in good health in this
rather challenging times.
We have been doing a lot
of upkeep this past summer. We received a truckload of wood chips from the
Town of Essex and most of
the pile was used up putting chips around the tree
trunks and all the new park bench bases. We really
spruced things up.
We had four loads of stone donated from Walker
Aggregates and delivered by McGuire Farms. This
was enough stone to resurface our driveways.
We did pick up a tractor donation from Robert and
Joan Huckle from the Newbury area. It started at the
show last year as the Huckles toured through the
land, then in late October we were contacted about
the donation. By that time the winter was setting in,
then the Covid-19 set in. Finally in August we arranged to pick up the 1936 Minneapolis Moline Twin
City tractor. It is now resting inside the tractor building. There is more information on page 3.
We were also busy installing cement park benches
throughout the park. The benches were placed at
every “rest your feet” area where large rocks were
used as seats. There is more information on page 3.
Kimball Building Supplies Centre donated almost half
of the benches which we appreciate.
I have been open every Wednesday from July 1
until September 30. We had people in from as far as
the Sarnia area. I am planning on doing the same
next year, starting on May 5, 2021, every Wednesday. Hopefully the virus dies down and we can start
to return to the new normal, what ever that will be.

Museum E-Mail Address
ecsagem@gmail.com

The show was a chore itself. We had one month
to get ready, and were almost there. We created almost 2 dozen signs to meet the Covid-19 regulations.
The 10 hand sanitizer holders were made up by Morris and his gang, disc plates donated by Laramie
Farms were used as base plates. Sign holders were
also made up to post the signs throughout the site.
There was a challenge of finding hand sanitizer
bottles, wipes, sanitizer itself, masks for workers.
Many suppliers were sold out, but we still found the
needed supplies. This cost will hopefully be covered
through a grant in November.
In all, we had a great time, picked up a few new
members and many acquaintances renewed.
A week later, September 26, we held our fourth
Steak BBQ Dinner. We were sold out at 96 steak dinners and everyone who attended did not leave with
an empty stomach.
Also I received good news from a grant that I applied for from the Covid-19 Emergency Support Fund
for Heritage Organizations - Museum Assistance
Program. Last Friday I received notice for $10,000.00
to help in our Museum operations. The money has
been received and will be used cautiously.
I would like to welcome our newest members:









Mark Dupont
Jules Gadoury
Lyall Hodgson
Robert & Joan Huckle
David & Carol Nussey
Myron Roelens
Rob Struhar
Rob Young

Gary Struhar
President
ECSGEM
Like us on Facebook

www.facebook.com/EssexCountySteamandGasMuseum
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Mini-Show 2020
On Saturday September 19 and Sunday September
20, we held a mini-show to show our equipment and
welcomed guests displays.
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We set up an entrance and exit to control how many
were on site (not exceeding 100), workers had to sign
in and have a temperature test performed, visitors
had to sign in with contact information.
The Chip Wagon came out and was prepared for
the show. I had the Ministry of Health inspect the Chip
Wagon and give the OK. More picnic tables were
spread out around the Chip Wagon, keeping the distance of 6 feet.
With the help of Morris, Francis, Dave, Charlie,
Roger, Bill, myself, (and I’m probably forgetting one or
two also), we made hand sanitizer stands, sign
stands, safety barriers and what ever else that was
needed.
With the help of Brenda and Sherry, we had 9 vendors attend and display their products.

There were 6 tractors came in to give a display of
horsepower demonstrations to those in attendance.
The kids train ride was a common theme for many
kiddies.
We had the wearables, baked goods out on display
and for sale. We had excellent representation from
the Harrow News, Essex Free Press and the River
Town Times. A big thank you goes out to the newspaper coverage that was printed.

Once decided we are having a mini-show, we had
a month to scramble and get things ready. On top of
that, we had to meet Covid -19 rules and regulations. We put a lot of effort into the show and looks
like it turned out a hit. Setting up a secured area with
ropes was the biggest issue but we succeeded.

We had over 40 volunteers assisting to make this
show a success. I must thank everyone who volunteered their time to make this show an outstanding
event. A thank you goes out to the vendors, exhibitors
and tractor pullers for their displays, and for those
who collected door prizes to make that event each
day successful.
And when it was all done, another 2 days to put
things away, for the next show, on August 13 - 15,
2021. Hoping to see everyone next year!!
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Hall Rental

Update on the Park Benches

The ECSGEM meeting room is available for rent to
members and non-members. Excellent for group
meetings, birthday parties, family gatherings and other functions requiring a bit more room.
We feature seating for up to 60, large kitchen for
baking or heating up food, PA system, pool table and
many more amenities.
Cost is only $50.00 per member, $100.00 for nonmembers. Please call Brenda Allen @ 519-726-5335
and book your date

Did You Know?
From the last Newsletter, we purchased 18 park
benches and spread them throughout the property.
We found that we could use more benches. We approached Kimball Building Supplies Centre for more
benches, and to our surprise, they offered to donate
another 16 benches to us.

As a member, you are entitled to insert a free business card sized advertisement in the Newsletter.
Have something to sell, send me the writing and photo if possible and it will be placed. Note: Editor’s discretion may apply.

Calendar of Events
Part of the agreement was that we insert a “Thank
you” from Kimball on a park bench. The above photo
The rescheduled ChiliFest for October 24 will be
is the bench we installed the “Thank you” sign, which
cancelled
due to Covid 19 restrictions on the amount
is placed at the stop sign as you enter the Museum
of
people
being
allowed indoors at a monitored site.
grounds. The extra benches filled in the empty spots.
Thank you Kimball’s for your generous donation.
November 21 - 22, we are planning our Annual
Christmas Bazaar. We will be limited in vendor spacThe Newest Donation to Our Collection
ing but will try our best to accommodate everyone.
The November 27th Annual Banquet will probably
be cancelled unless we are in Stage 4. This will be a
slim chance of that happening.

Election Time is Approaching
The following positions are up for re-election:







The ECSGEM would like to thank Robert and Joan
Huckle from the Newbury area for donating this 1936
Minneapolis Moline Twin City tractor. Joan did not
want to see it in the fence row and selected our Museum. Special thanks to Stan Myers and Francis
Roelens for picking up and delivering this tractor.

President - Gary Struhar
Treasurer - Brenda Allen
Director - Bill Dunn
Director - Duane Eddie
Director - Roger Langis
Director - Francis Roelens

The October General meeting will take nominations. The November General meeting will take
nominations followed by voting. If you are a paid up
member and wish to place your name in the hat,
please attend the November meeting or let an executive know of your intent, it will be entered.
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Your Board of Directors for 2020 - 2021
President:
Gary Struhar:

Home: 519 - 727 - 5712
Cell: 519 - 817 - 5712
Fax: 519 - 727 - 5357
Email: rsesbulletin@aol.com
Vice President:
Morris Kurzuk:

Cell:

519 - 796 - 9086

Secretary:
Robert Repko:
Home: 519 - 791- 4866
Email: r_repko@yahoo.com
Treasurer:
Brenda Allen
Home: 519 - 726 - 5335
Email: grandma7031@gmail.com
Membership:

Kathy Badlan
Home: 519 - 839 - 6225
Email: bobok@gosfieldtel.com

Directors:

Dave Badlan
Home: 519 - 839 - 6225
Email: bobok@gosfieldtel.com
Gilbert Beaulieu:

Home: 519 - 726 - 6741

William Dunn:

Cell:

519 - 817 - 5917

Duane Eddie
Cell: 519 - 566 - 0504
Email: duane@cdpwise.net
Roger Langis
Home: 519 - 776 - 8254
Email: rmlangis@hotmail.com
Mike Mueller:

Home: 519 - 734 - 6878

Francis Roelens:
Home: 519 - 839 - 5149
Email: 333masseyman@gmail.com

General Meetings

Directors Meeting

First Tuesday at 7:30pm
With a social time
From 7:00pm to 7:30pm

Third Tuesday of each month
except December - 6:30pm

Membership Application or Membership Renewal Form.
Name of Member:
Address:

E-mail Address:
Phone Number:
Name of Partner:
Membership Fee: $ 30.00
What are your interests:

renewal :

New Member :

Cash :

Cheque :

